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Ginger Biscuits - great for an advent calendar   

	These have been made with cutters.  
	These have been moulded
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	Ingredients
	Equipment

	50g margarine
	baking tray lined with baking parchment

	75g brown sugar
	small pan, wooden spoon

	1 x 15ml spoon golden syrup
	measuring spoons, sieve

	200g plain flour

	mixing bowl, spatula, fork

	½  x 5ml spoon bicarbonate of soda
	small bowl, flour dredger, rolling pin,

	1 x 5ml spoon ground ginger
	palette knife, cooling rack,

	1 egg 
	

	Icing and dried fruits to decorate
	bags for icing, chopping board, sharp knife


Method

1. Get the ingredients and the equipment ready.

2. Weigh the margarine, brown sugar and measure the golden syrup; put them into a small saucepan.

3. Weigh the flour and add the ground ginger and bicarbonate of soda, then sieve them into a large mixing bowl.  Make a ‘well’ in the middle of this.

4. Beat the egg in a small bowl.

5. Heat the margarine, sugar and golden syrup together GENTLY, do not boil it. (Note - an adult must supervise this closely)

6. Pour the sugary mixture into the ‘well’, then add the beaten egg. (Note - an adult must supervise this closely)

7. Mix together with a wooden spoon to make a soft, but firm dough.

8. Cool the dough. This makes it easier to handle.
9. Lightly flour the work surface then:- either Roll dough out to a circle 5mm thick,  then cut out Christmas shapes. Or  Divide the dough into 16 pieces, use to make moulded shapes e.g. Santa, trees, penguins.
10. Place the shapes onto a baking sheet line with baking parchment. 
11. Bake at 180 C or Gas 4, for 10 to 15 minutes until firm and browned.
12. Take off the baking sheet with a palette knife, leave to cool on a cooling rack.
13. When cold decorate with Royal Icing and chopped dried or glace fruits, silver balls or other festive decorations.

14. Use biscuits to fill the Advent calendar pockets. (see Powerpoint – For instructions for making this)
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Christmas/Festive biscuit designs – Snowflakes 

Draw some different snowflake designs on these stars.  Choose some to use on your star shaped biscuits.
	[image: image5.jpg]a/if
K
1

SPIYl 9AROY





	[image: image6.jpg]a/if
K
1

SPIYl 9AROY





	[image: image7.jpg]a/if
K
1

SPIYl 9AROY





	[image: image8.jpg]a/if
K
1

SPIYl 9AROY






Christmas/Festive biscuit shapes for the advent calendar
Draw your icing designs on these Christmas shapes, or draw your own designs to decorate.
	Santa



	Christmas tree


	Snowman



	Christmas tree


	Penguin

	Garland







Christmas/Festive Fun - trivia and quizes

Have some fun....... whilst your biscuits are cooking

Christmas pathways 
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Find the following words by following a pathway, only across, backwards up or down NOT diagonally.

Bethlehem, star, Advent, Joseph, Mary, manger, tree, Yule, Christmas 
Did you know?

Christmas is a celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ in the christian religion
Advent means ‘the coming’, and it is the four week period before Christmas.

Christmas trees were first used as a symbol of Christmas in Norway and Scandinavia

The pagan festival of Yule was celebrated in Northern Europe.  Logs decorated with leaves and ribbons were burned in honour of the Gods.
Christmas quiz – fill in the gaps in the sentences below:-
1. The wise men followed a     _ _  _ _ to find Jesus.

2. They rode on _ _ _ _ _ _. 

3. They brought Jesus            _ _ _ _ _ gifts.

4. Mary and Joseph travelled to  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   on a  _ _ _ _ _ 

5. After Jesus was born he      was placed in a  _ _ _ _ _ _, not a cradle  _ _ _ _ _ _.

6. The special songs that we sing at Christmas are called _ _ _ _ _ _.

Find out:-

1. What an advent calendar is.

2. What the word Christmas means. 

3. Why lights are used at Christmas for decorations.

4. Why we use a Christmas candle on an advent wreath.

5. What does the Christmas tree mean to Christians?

The answers to these questions could go onto your Advent Calendar biscuit pocket.  Write or type them out neatly and stick onto the front of the pocket.
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